Grand Rapids engineer sues Nigerians for $100 million

Lawsuit claims African officials took his money, but refused to pay him
By Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDSN A Grand Rapidsengineer hasfiled a$100millionfederal lawsuit againg Nigeia
and its state-run oil company, aleging tha they refused to make goodona $25million contract and
that hewas cheated out of $500000while trying to recover themoney.

Will Tolliver@ lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court, accuses the western Africa nation and the Nigerian
Nationd Petroleum Corp. of breach of contract and racketeering, which, if susained, could triple any
damages awarded.

More than 20 Nigerian individuds also are listed as defendants. No defendantsOlawyers were listed on
the lawsuit, which was assigned to JudgeDouglas W. Hillman. Because of a Nigerian holiday, there
was no oneavailable Tuesday at that nation@ embassy in Washington, D.C., to comment on the suit.

Tolliver@ attorney, Todd Knecht, said Nigeria contacted the American Conaete Pipe Assodation
aboutan oil pipdineproblem. The pipeassodation suggested thejob goto Tolliver, ahighly regarded
gpeciaist with 54 paents and four others pending.

My client was recommended,OK necht said. (He actudly had a contract.O

Tolliver first heard from the Nigeriansin 1994 &fter they learned tha a conarete pipefaced rupture
because it was not settling propely undeground

The proposd solution was very expensve, so the state oil company turned to Tolliver for a cheaper
aternaive.

Nigerian officials propo®d giving him 10 percent of whaever hewould save over theorigind
engineering proposl. Therepar project was completed and the savingswere pegged at $250million.

QVhen | did thejob, | thought there won®beany trouble. 1®n working with the Nigerian government.
It an oil-rich county. They should be able to pay ther debts,OTolliver told The Grand Rapids Press
for astory Tuesday.

Tolliver never received his $25million, however, and resigned himself to getting nothing.

Then, in July 1999 four years after thework was completed, hereceived aletter from officials who
claimed to represent thegovenment. They told Talliver that hewould get his money, athoughhefirst
would have to pay afew QoutineOfees.

Wheat followed, according to thelawsuit filed May 9, was a scam of internaiond propottionsin which
Tolliver, whowasill at thetime, had an assodate travel theworld negotiating with Nigerians Each
step of theway, the assodate pad tensof thousndsof dollars for pledges tha the money soonwould
becoming.

QWhen you(e looking at collecting $25million, you®e willing to spend afew dollarsin order to affect
collectionOTolliver said. O'hey jug keep youonastring and you jug keep following.O

At onepoint, the contract was re-negotiated and Tolliver was told that hewould receive $100million
for his efforts. Thefees aso continued, and after paying about$500000 Tolliver endad his spending.

Oroulookat it andrealize, | am throwing goodmoney after bad money,Ohesaid.



